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God Hears  
Hannah's Prayers

1  s a m u e L  1 : 1 — 2 : 1 1

BiBle TruTh

T h r o u g h  h a n n a h ’ s  p r ay e r s  a n d  T h e  p r o m i s e  s h e  k e p T,  

a  p r o p h e T  c a m e  To  i s r a e l

G o s p e L  s t o r y  C u r r i C u L u m  ( o t )  ●  p r e s C H o o L



l esson snapshot

1. opening acTiviTy and inTroducTion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 min

SupplieS: Cut out magazine pictures of things the children might pray for (for example, a family, 
toys, food, and clothing)

2. BiBle sTory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 min

SupplieS: The Gospel Story Bible (story 51)

3. BiBle sTory discussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 min

Where is Jesus?
SupplieS: Bible (ESV preferred); Review “Where Is Jesus?” to prepare

4. snack QuesTions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 min

SupplieS: Snack food/water

5. sWord BiBle memory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5–10 min

6. acTiviTies and oBJecT lessons (choose one or more) 20–30 min

coloring page 51
SupplieS: markers/crayons

Flannelgraph of hannah
SupplieS: flannelgraph characters to tell Hannah’s story

Turning for help

giving up your son
SupplieS: basket of small individually wrapped candies (enough for everyone to have 
one)

7. closing prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 min

TOTAl 60–75 min
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the l esson

opening acTiviTy and inTroducTion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 min

In today’s lesson the children will learn how God answers the prayers of his people.

Bring to class cutout magazine pictures of things the children might pray for (e.g., a family, 
toys, food, and clothing).

To open class, ask:

■■ Have any of you ever prayed for something?
(Have children raise hands or accept any answer.)

■■ did you receive what you asked for?
(Have children raise hands or accept any answer.)

■■ why don’t we always get what we ask for?
(We often pray for things that we want more than we want God. God often does not give us 
things that would distract us from serving him. Read James 4:3 niv: “When you ask, you do 
not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures.”)

 
Show the pictures one by one and ask, “Which things might draw our attention away from 
God?” Help the children to see that we should pray to God for what we need but also pray that 
we would not be captured by those things. Read Matthew 6:31–34.

Pray for the remainder of the class time before moving forward with the lesson.

BiBle sTory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 min

Read story 51, “God Hears Hannah’s Prayers,” from The Gospel Story Bible.
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BiBle sTory discussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 min

After reading the story, use the following questions to involve the children in a discussion:

■■ what happened in this story?
(Hannah was sad that she did not have a son, so she prayed to God, and he granted her request.)

■■ why did Hannah pray to God?
(She wanted God to give her a son.)

■■ what did Hannah have that helped her to believe that God could do 
anything?
(Hannah had faith. Faith is the word that describes our belief in God.)

snack QuesTions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 min

While the children are eating the snack, engage them by asking: 

■■ what is prayer?
(Prayer is talking to God. It can be a request like Hannah’s; it can be praising God; it can be 
sharing your struggles with him.)

■■ Have any of you had God answer one of your prayers?
(Accept any answer drawing out the students.)

■■ why should we pray to God?
(The Bible tells us to pray continually [1 Thessalonians 5:17] and to pray for a variety of 
reasons, such as when we are in trouble [James 5:13].)

sWord BiBle memory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5–10 min

Take time during the class to review the SWORD Bible Memory verses with the class. Provide 
the opportunity for each child to recite the verses to an adult worker.
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acTiviTies and oBJecT lessons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20–30 min

Coloring Activity
SupplieS:

■✓ coloring page 51—one copy for each child

While the children are coloring, engage them by asking the following questions:

■■ what do you think helped Hannah have faith in God?
(Hannah knew what the Lord had previously done for her people when he brought them 
out of Egypt and gave them victory in battles. Surely, the Lord could give Hannah a son.) 

■■ what can help us to have strong faith in our God?
(Reading the Bible stories of what God has done in the past helps us to know that he is 
all-powerful and able to do anything.)

Where is Jesus?
Please use the following comments connecting today’s lesson to the gospel to help 
inform your understanding and serve you by aiding your preparation for class. 
Remember, we want to do more than present disconnected Bible stories and lessons 
to our young children. We want them to understand how each story in the Bible 
plays a part in God’s greater plan of redemption. 

Passage: Acts 3:24

Samuel is specifically mentioned in the book of Acts as a prophet whose life and 
message pointed to Jesus. 

In our story, Hannah cried out to the Lord to give her a son and committed him to the 
Lord for God’s service. Little did she realize her little boy would be used to anoint 
the first two kings of Israel. Samuel anointed Saul and thus established anointing as 
God’s means of indicating his choice. Later Samuel anointed David, out of whose 
household the Savior would be born.
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Flannelgraph of Hannah
SupplieS:

■✓ flannelgraph set of Hannah’s story

In advance reread the story of Hannah and her husband’s other wife, Peninnah. 
Notice how Peninnah made fun of Hannah for not having children. 

In class retell the story to the children using the flannelgraph. Be sure to highlight 
the hurtful words Peninnah used by imitating her tone. Ask the children the 
following questions:

■■ what do you think of what Peninnah did to Hannah?

■■ can anyone think of a Bible verse we could use to help Peninnah?
(Help the children memorize Colossians 4:6: “Let your speech always be gracious.”)

Turning for Help
Show the children how Hannah was sad and in need of help to relieve her sadness. 
Be sure they see that she turned to God for help but that God used a man, Eli, to 
express God’s help to her.

Ask the children if they have ever prayed to God for help. Then, ask them whom 
might God use to give them help. The point here is to help them see their parents 
as tools in the hands of God. Encourage them to pray as Hannah did. Also, 
encourage them to look for God to provide much of his answered prayer through 
their parents.

Giving up Your Son
SupplieS:

■✓ small, individually wrapped candies, one for each child (be aware of any food 
allergies before using this object lesson)

■✓ basket

Pass around a basket of candy, and tell everyone to take a piece and set it on the 
table or desk in front of them. Ask them what they like about what you gave 
them.
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Now ask for volunteers who are willing to give up their piece of candy and put it 
back in the basket.

Talk about how difficult it is for the children to consider giving up their candy. 
Then connect their struggle with Hannah giving up her son to God to serve in the 
temple. Finally, connect her giving up of Samuel to God’s giving up of his Son, 
Jesus, to die on the cross for our sins.

pray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 min

Take time at the end of class to thank God for all you learned today. Include parts of your 
Bible lesson in your prayer as another way for the children to remember what today’s lesson 
was about.
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